Hornby St Margaret’s CE Primary School

“It is the aim of the school to develop the academic potential of each child:

and to cater for the social, moral, physical and spiritual requirements of the

individual in a happy and secure Christian environment.”

English Policy

Aims

At Hornby St Margaret’s CE Primary School our aim is that all children will

· develop the necessary skills to use the English language confidently, appropriately and accurately to the best of their ability,

· to be able to speak clearly, fluently and cogently,

· to be able to listen to the spoken word attentively with understanding, pleasure and empathy,

· to be able to read from a range of materials fluently and with understanding for enjoyment and for information,

· be able to write effectively for a range of audiences and purposes using spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately and confidently.

Teaching and Learning 
Speaking and Listening are developed through:

· providing a range of opportunities for the children to talk and listen in formal and informal settings

· the use of drama and role to explore imagined situations

· links between language and music exploring rhythm

· regular story time when an adult reads aloud to the class

· class discussion and debate on topical and contentious issues both local and worldwide

· showing times or news sharing when pupils are encouraged to speak in front of their fellow pupils

· interviewing carried out as part of a topic

Reading is developed through:

· a programme of phonics and word recognition 

· using a number of structured reading schemes particularly from reception to Years 5/6 

· all readers are also encouraged to read their own reading materials

· children from Years R-6  being heard to read on a 1:1 basis very regularly by teachers, classroom assistants and community volunteers. 
· providing a wide range of reading material and opportunities for children to select from this for information and enjoyment

· reading books going home with the children to be read at home

· quiet reading time in Key stage 2

· guided reading sessions

Writing is developed through:

· providing a range of contexts for writing

· shared writing – demonstration by the teacher, shared composition where pupils assist the teacher to write and supported writing when pupils work on whiteboards on focused writing tasks related to the objective

· writing partners

· writing frames

· encouraging a process of drafting and redrafting

Spelling, punctuation and grammar is developed through:

· regular teaching within literacy lessons
· twice weekly sessions dedicated to Year 6 pupils
Spelling across school is developed through:

· the teaching of phonics

· the teaching of spelling patterns, of rules and conventions and the recognition of word families

· look, say, cover, write, check method

· encouraging the ‘have-a-go’ approach

· when work is finished encouraging pupils to read it through

· encouraging the use of dictionaries and thesauruses

· spelling lists allocated to children according to ability groups

· spelling lists tested weekly
· Read, Write Inc. spelling scheme is used 
Handwriting is developed through:

· regular teaching and practice sessions throughout the school; using printing in reception and developing into a cursive style by Year 2

· introduction of pens from Year 2

· discouragement of the use of rubbers

The Early Years Foundation Stage

The reception year is part of the Infant Class.  The English aspects of this group’s work follows the objectives as set out in the Lancashire scheme which is based on Development Matters, Early Learning Goals and EYFS curriculum guidance.

Speaking and listening skills are vitally important as they underpin all learning at this stage.  The English programme builds on the language skills that children bring from home.  Development of these skills is encouraged through activities such as responding to adults and to each other, listening carefully and practising and extending their range of vocabulary and communication skills.  They have the opportunity to explore, enjoy, learn about, and use words and text in a range of situations such as listening to stories and poems, joining in with rhymes and songs, participating in drama and imaginative play, responding to simple instructions, talking to accompany play  

Books are introduced to the pupils from their first days in school, they are shared with staff and volunteer helpers and they take books home to share with their parents or carers.  Phonics is introduced through games and practical activities. 

Emergent writing is encouraged through role play e.g. in a shop or a cafe where children are provided with a range of writing materials. Children are encouraged to write in role, such as lists, forms, menus, prices. When children become more aware of phonics and letter formation, they are encouraged to attempt a more focused form of writing, using the initial, end and medial sounds in words. 

Some links and connections are made with the National Curriculum and these links increase during the year especially in the summer term.

English Curriculum Planning

English is a core subject in the National Curriculum.  Curriculum planning is carried out in three stages – long-term, medium-term and short-term.  Our medium-term plans are provided by Lancashire County and are adapted for mixed-age groups.  These plans define what we teach every term giving a balance of text, word and sentence work.  Class teachers complete their own short-term plans on a weekly basis.  These plans list the specific learning objectives for each lesson and give details of what children will be doing.  

Time Allocation 

There are five allocated literacy times per week in each class, which are identified on the timetable.  When applicable additional time may be given for extended writing.

Cross-curricular links 

Wherever possible we encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum.  English is cross-curricular in nature. Speaking and listening, reading and writing are an integral part of all other areas of the curriculum.  Specific skills can be transferred from literacy teaching into other areas i.e. report writing can be taught in literacy and developed in science.  Chronological writing can be used in history to develop sequenced information and explanations and non-chronological explanations can be used in geography.  Awareness of text and language features can be developed through literacy and transferred into other areas of the curriculum.  Recently purchased software also aids teaching as well as the increasing range of online resources available through our filtered internet connection.

Assessment 

Assessment is an integral part of the planning process.  In the short term teachers assess the teaching and learning against the specific teaching objective and this may cause them to alter their lesson plans.  Progress against objectives is noted and helps the teacher to plan future units of work and to set individual targets for the pupils.  KLIPS for reading/writing are used as an ongoing assessment for all pupils. Refer to the school Assessment Policy for full details.  
A piece of writing is assessed for every child in Year R and above at least once a term.  The writing covers a range of genres and is recorded in ‘Writing through School’. Learning objectives are set and marking takes account of these in daily lessons. Where appropriate next steps are given. 

Moderation of writing across the curriculum takes place in school and at joint cluster events. 

Special Needs 

Pupils with special needs are supported by differentiated learning strategies based on individual needs.  This applies to children who need additional support and also those who are high fliers.  Teaching assistants are used to support the specific needs of children with a Statement of Special Need to enable work to be matched to the needs of that individual.  Support is usually given in class but sometimes groups and/or individuals are withdrawn for a particular focus.  Support/targets detailed in IEPs are used to inform differentiated planning.  

Equal Opportunities 

Equal opportunities in English are addressed as follows: 

· Pupils with special needs have equal access to the English curriculum through the use of differentiated learning strategies and tasks. These are based on individual needs. 

· An awareness of other dialects and standard English is encouraged through using a range of texts. 

· Gender equality is promoted by ensuring that both boys and girls have access to all aspects of the English curriculum. 

· Opportunities to address issues of gender, race etc are provided through discussion, texts and resources. 

Homework

Homework supports the work in school through:

· the reading of books

· the learning of spelling lists at KS2 and phonic homework in KS1
· specific tasks set to support specific learning objectives

Celebration of English

Excellence in English is celebrated in displays, in the making of books and in performance.

Feedback to Pupils

Feedback is achieved through effective marking and we aim to:

· help children to learn by marking to the lesson’s learning objective (drafting to be used to correct punctuation or spelling unless these were the objectives)

· ongoing verbal feedback as part of lessons and peer assessment 
· discussion of targets and next steps 


