Hornby St MARGARET’S CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

FOREIGN LANGUAGES POLICY

Philosophy and Purpose

We believe early language learning is essential.  “If by 12 a child’s auditory circuitry has not been exposed to a second language, he or she will never again have the same easy opportunity to acquire another language.” (The Times 2003).  Parents, in a 2006 survey by the OCR exam board, strongly supported early language learning entitlement, stating that it is never too early to learn. Giving every KS2 child the opportunity to learn a foreign language is fully in support of the vision of the strategy “Languages for All, Languages for Life”.

Since September 2014 the learning of a modern language has been statutory for all pupils in KS2 as it is believed that it provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for children, as well as having proven cognitive benefits. The National Curriculum programme of study states that teaching should lay the foundations for future learning at KS3. Recent research has shown learning a language can boost problem solving, critical thinking and creativity in children, which can lead to huge gains across the curriculum. As well as developing pupils’ communication and literacy skills, learning a foreign language raises their awareness of and gives them an insight into other cultures. A spokesperson for the Department of Education said in the House of Lords “Learning a language also helps children understand the world in which they live”.
Aims and Objectives  

We believe the aims of introducing our children to a foreign language are to:

· stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language, vocabulary, grammatical structures and phonology.

· encourage children to be aware that language has a structure and to explore the differences between the foreign language and English.

· develop children’s awareness of cultural differences in other countries

· develop their speaking and listening skills;

· build confidence and fluency

· develop written skills for different purposes and audiences

· develop their “thinking” and problem-solving skills; and

· lay the foundations for future study.

Organisation

In Key Stage 2 children receive a fourty-five minute lesson per week. Years 3 and 4, 5 and 6 are taught in a separate class.  All pupils follow a four year rolling programme of French with differentiated tasks and objectives to suit all abilities. Our programme has been developed with a specialist teacher from Leck School. 

Organising it in such a way ensures every child gets a “taste” of a language discovering which parts suit them best and raising language awareness.  Language skills are transferable and children pick up their next language quickly.

Lessons are provided by our Teaching Assistant, however language learning is, where possible, further reinforced during the day by all primary teachers e.g. the morning register and throughout the week with themed posters and a language task. Links are also made, where possible, to other areas of the curriculum. 
The Curriculum

Modern Language lessons are planned with the skills based objectives of the Framework for Languages in mind.  The objectives comprise 3 progressive core strands of teaching and learning – oracy, literacy and intercultural understanding. Lessons are taught creatively throughout the year.  At points throughout the year children have the opportunity to engage in a more creative, consolidatory PML project  such as a play, story book or class story. This is sometimes performed to an audience or displayed on the school website.

Teaching and Learning Styles

A variety of techniques are employed to encourage children to have an active engagement with the PML.  These include games, mime, role play, songs, rhymes, and “raps”.  A multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching is used which involves plenty of visual aids, Big Books, toys and everyday objects.  A physical element is introduced into some of the games and songs as this serves to reinforce memory.  Good use is made of the interactive Smart board and children have opportunities to consolidate their learning with inter-active websites and videos.  Meaningful links are made, where possible, to other areas of the curriculum to embed language learning eg in Art, DT, PE, Geography and in maths mental oral starters.
Children are exposed to the different cultures through video, songs, books and use of the Internet.  Events such as creating a French café or occasionally having contact with a native speaker also serve to put the language learning into context.  The target language is used as widely as possible and children are expected to respond to a bank of every day classroom instructions.

Ideas and supplementary material are collected as a result of in-service training, the Lancashire Primary Languages website, podcasts and newsletters and attendance at the PML conference.

Finally, lessons are made as enjoyable as possible so that children develop a positive attitude to the learning of Primary Languages.  Children’s confidence is built through praise for any contribution they make, however tentative.

Assessment

Children are assessed informally in lessons against the objectives set out by the national “Framework for Languages” and assessment informs planning.

At Key Stage 2 all children use the European Language Portfolio as a regular means of self assessment.  Assessment for Learning is embraced in the classroom eg through questioning, peer assessment and use of ‘ca-va’ sticks and marking ladders.  The use of instructions in the target language as far as possible tells the teacher immediately whether pupils have understood, as does the class use of “interpreters”.  

Monitoring and review

Pupil assessment informs future planning.  The PML teacher consults with primary teachers and shares practice with staff from other schools. The governors are sometimes informed on progress in teaching and learning through the Curriculum committee meetings.  The PML teacher carries out an annual audit of the subject which acts as a basis for performance management.

Differentiation

Differentiation takes place in the classroom through questioning and written and reading tasks set at Key Stage 2 are matched to age and ability.  Generally, tasks are differentiated between years 4/5 and years 3/4 however this depends on the nature of the group and the individual children.  Objectives are taken from the Framework and matched to pupil ability.
PML teaching embraces all children and academically less able children often appear to cope as well as their peers in speaking and listening work.  Gifted and Talented children have opportunities to expand and take the language further through extended role plays, leading games and activities, and more detailed written tasks.

Future development

PML continues to be monitored as to the benefits it is bringing to our pupils. 
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